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U.S. Overdose Deaths in Context



4

Waves in the Rise of Opioid Overdose Deaths
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Age Adjusted Drug Overdose Death Rates by State, 2016

Source: NCHS, National Vital Statistics System
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2016 Age-Adjusted Death Rate

Source: NCHS, National Vital Statistics System
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Quarterly Rate of Suspected Opioid Overdose, by US 
Region

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
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Drug Overdose Death Rates, by Selected Age Group

Source: NCHS, National Vital Statistics System
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Cocaine and Fentanyl Overdose Deaths

Source: CDC
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All Substance Abuse Facilities, 2016

Source: SAMHSA
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Substance Abuse Facilities Offering Medication-
Assisted Treatment, 2016

Source: SAMHSA



The Lowell Community 
Opioid Outreach 

Program (CO-OP) and 
Child Assessment 

Response Evaluation 
(Project CARE)

Maryann Ballotta, Public Safety Research and Planning Director
Lowell, Massachusetts Police Department
July 18, 2018



13

Outline
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• Anticipated Results/Outcomes
• Lessons Learned
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Lowell, MA – City & Police Department

LPD historically looks towards innovative programs and initiatives, partnering with 
community stakeholders, to tackle issues facing the diverse populations we serve.  

Population 110,000

14.5 Square Miles

30 mi. North of Boston

250 Sworn Officers 
74 FT Civilian Employees
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Evaluation Plan
Research and Evaluation are the key to understanding the scope of the 
problem, processes, and what impact we are having in Lowell. 
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Anticipated Results/Outcomes
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Lessons Learned
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July 18, 2018
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Contracted to provide  
project evaluation

Provides technical  
assistance and project  
oversight

Contracted to provide
project coordination

Provides technical  
assistance and  
assessment center  
contract management

Contracted to serve as  
the assessment center  
and supervise  
recovery coaches

MARI Operations Team
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Dane County  
EMS Providers

Dane County Treatment Providers

Other Collaborations
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2017 – 2018 MPD Overdose Data

• According to the MPD MARI Coordinator,  MPD 
responded to 259 “Overdose” calls in  2017; 55% 
increase from 2016.

• For 2018, MPD has responded to 144  “Overdose” 
calls; 64 of these calls have  been just in the months 
of May and June.

• MPD also advises they have investigated 16 overdose 
deaths in the City of  Madison since May 1st, 2018.
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MARI Model

• MARI is based on successful initiatives in  other 
cities that have resulted in reduced  overdoses, 
substance abuse, and crime recidivism.

• Pre Arrest Diversion Program
– If participant successfully completes, charges may 

never be filed, reducing the long-term impact of a 
criminal record on college applications, scholarship 
awards, employment, etc.
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Community  
services

MARI Participant Flow

Medical  
providers

Emergency  
services

Law  
enforcement

Self or family
referral

Addiction treatment
• behavioral

• medication-assisted

• Intake Counselor:
assessment; referral to  

treatment

• Recovery coaches:
linking to assessment  

and treatment

Assessment Hub

Avoid criminal  
charges
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Success

• If the individual is compliant with treatment 
for 6 months after the offense, pending 
charges are withdrawn by LE.
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MARI Results: September 2017 – June 2018

• MPD officers made 120 MARI referrals.

• MPD MARI Coordinator screened out 53 of  
these referrals (e.g. P&P, not Dane County  
resident, non-eligible offense, self referral).

• 67 MARI referrals made to Connections 
Counseling by MPD.
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• 28 MPD MARI referrals (42%) did not call 
Connections Counseling or declined the  
MARI assessment when contacted by CC.

• 39 MPD MARI referrals (58%) did contact  
Connections Counseling, were assigned a  
Recovery Coach, and completed an  
assessment.

MARI Results: September 2017 – June 2018
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• 14 of the 39 MPD MARI referrals (36%)who  
completed assessment and started into  
treatment were “Discharged Unsuccessful.”

• Currently, we have 14 MPD MARI clients  
active and compliant with their treatment  plan 
according to Connections Counseling.

• 11 have successfully completed their six month 
MARI agreement with MPD.

MARI Results: September 2017 – June 2018
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MARI Results: September 2017 – June 2018

• MPD MARI Coordinator recently reviewed 
34 MARI referrals who either did not follow 
through with an assessment, or were 
discharged as unsuccessful:
– The original charges on all 34 were referred to 

the District Attorney’s Office.
– 19 or 56% were charged out by the DA’s Office, 

15 cases were declined or not charged.
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• Should our MARI referral eligibility criteria be 
changed and if so how?
– Impact of Act 33 and immunity from charging?
– DA’s Office “proof beyond a reasonable doubt  

standard for referring overdose charges?”
• MARI Naloxone Initiative…

– Wednesday, April 25th, 15 Recovery Coaches  
trained and issued Naloxone.

– PHMDC “We Can All Save A Life” Video
• https://youtu.be/misAs9xKO8s

Current MARI Meeting Discussion Topics

https://youtu.be/misAs9xKO8s
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MARI Operations Team

• Madison Police Department/Project Coordinator
– Officer Bernie Albright, BAlbright@cityofmadison.com

• UW Department of Madison Family Medicine
– Dr. Aleksandra Zgierska, Aleksandra.Zgierska@fammed.wisc.edu

• Public Health Madison & Dane County
– Julia Olsen, JOlsen@publichealthmdc.com
– Sarah Johnson, SJohnson@publichealthmdc.com

• Dane County Department of Human Services
– Christine Taylor, taylor.christine@countyofdane.com

• Safe Communities/Project Coordinator
– Joe Balles, Joseph.Balles@gmail.com

• Connections Counseling, LLC
– Kim Hurd, Kim.Hurd@connectionscounseling.com
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Conclusions on 
the Opioid Crisis

Hildy Saizow, SPI Subject Expert
July 18, 2018



Q & A
Please use the chat feature to submit 

questions for our panelists.  


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39

